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The United Nations Mine Action Service (UNMAS), as 

an integral section within UNISFA, supports the 

implementation of UNISFA’s mandate in Abyei and the 

deployment of the Joint Border Verification and 

Monitoring Mechanism (JBVMM) along the disputed 

border. UNMAS operations reduces the threat of 

landmines and Explosive Remnants of War (ERW), 

enabling freedom of movement for UNISFA, the 

JBVMM, civilians, and providers of humanitarian aid 

within the UNISFA area of responsibility (AOR) as well 

as contributing to the protection of civilians within the 

UNISFA AOR. In February 2015, UNMAS and its 

implementing partners continued field operations and 

responding to priority tasks of UNISFA. 

 UNMAS Route Verification and Clearance Teams 

continued operations on the roads between Um 

Khariet – Dumboloya, Noong—Shegei surveying 

38.30 km, verifying 13.80km, and clearing 17km of 

explosive hazards. 

* IF YOU SEE AN ITEM OF CONCERN, DO NOT TOUCH IT. CONTACT UNMAS IMMEDIATELY.  

United Nations Interim Security Force for Abyei (UNISFA)United Nations Interim Security Force for Abyei (UNISFA)United Nations Interim Security Force for Abyei (UNISFA)   

Highlights  

 38km of routes surveyed, 13 km of routes verified, 

and 17km of routes cleared of explosive hazards 

 25 communities in Abyei surveyed for explosive 

hazards  

 Stockpile of nearly 2,000 abandoned explosive 

ordnance and small arms ammunition found in 

Agok 

 170 ERW and 01 anti-tank mine destroyed 

 Mines/ERW awareness  delivered for 16,782 men, 

women, boys, and girls. 

 UNMAS Multi-Task Teams and Integrated 

Clearance Teams conducted non-technical surveys 

to identify potential explosive hazards in 25 

communities in Abyei. The teams recovered a 

stockpile of nearly 2,000 abandoned explosive 

ordnance in Agok of which 169 were destroyed 

during the month. One anti-tank mine and one hand 

grenade found in Naam blocking a water source 

were subsequently destroyed.  

 Mine and ERW risk education was delivered by 

UNMAS teams to 16,782 men, women, boys, and 

girls during the non-technical surveys in Abyei 

through which community members were informed 

about the dangers of mines and ERW what to do 

when encountering a suspicious item. 

 UNMAS delivered an induction briefing on mines 

and ERW for 18 new UNISFA military personnel 

and risk education to 13 staff from UN agencies. 
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Non-technical survey by UNMAS with UNISFA escort in Abyei 

Mine risk education  for villagers while doing non-technical survey in Abyei 
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 Pending the start of JBVMM ground patrols, 

JBVMM Patrol Support Teams (PST) remain 

deployed at the JBVMM Sector Headquarters in 

Kadugli (Sector 2) and in Gok Machar (Sector 1). 

During the month, while on standby for the JBVMM 

Patrols to start, PST members received refresher 

training and operational accreditation on advanced 

first aid, patrol skills, mine protected Casspir driving,  

communications and demolition.   

 At the request of the mission, UNMAS and its 

implementing partner, The Development Initiative 

(TDI) delivered a GPS training for 37 JBVMM 

military observers and national monitors in Sector 

1—Gok Machar and Sector 2— Kadugli to prepare 

for JBVMM ground patrols . UNMAS also delivered 

a UNDSS Safe and Secure Approaches in Field 

Environments (SSAFE) training course for the 

personnel of TDI to equip them with necessary skills 

to handle various situations that they might encounter 

when joining  JBVMM ground patrols in the SDBZ. 
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* IF YOU SEE AN ITEM OF CONCERN, DO NOT TOUCH IT. CONTACT UNMAS IMMEDIATELY.  
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Joint Border Verification and Monitoring Mechanism (JBVMM) monitoring teams are comprised of five elements:  

National Monitors from Sudan and South Sudan, UNISFA Military Observers; Force Protection and UNMAS. UNMAS 

provides Patrol Support Teams or PSTs for the JBVMM ground patrols. PSTs consist of CASSPIR mine-protected 

vehicles and trained crews with mine/ERW clearance capability. The JBVMM teams will operate within the Safe 

Demilitarized Border Zone  (SDBZ) from Sector 2 headquarters in Kadugli (operational) and Sector 3 in Buram 

(planned) in Sudan, and Sector 1 headquarters in Gok Machar (operational) and Sector 4 in Malakal (planned) in South 

Sudan.  

GPS training for military observers and monitors in Kadugli 

GPS training for military observers and monitors in Kadugli SSAFE training by UNMAS for contractors in Kadugli 
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Field StoryField StoryField Story   

Abandoned Unexploded Ordnance Stockpile Found and Destroyed in Agok 
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During a non-technical survey on explosive hazards with local communities in Agok , UNMAS team received 

information about the presence of ammunition near one of the old military barracks in the area. The team went to 

investigate and discovered that the stockpile of ammunition had been stored near the barracks for a number of 

years. Due to the collapse of storage room, the ammunition has been laying in the open for years, posing a threat 

to the communities around, especially curious children.  

The stockpile was found to contain many dangerous items such as projectiles, rockets, mortars making up a total 

of nearly 2,000 abandoned explosive ordnance (AXO) 

and 139 boxes of small arms ammunition. All AXO 

items were inspected by UNMAS experts and 

transferred to a temporary storage site in Abathok for 

subsequent destruction.  

The first batch of the ammunition stockpile was safely 

and successfully conducted at Abathok demolition site 

near Minyang village on the 27th February 2015. The 

remaining is scheduled to be destroyed by UNMAS 

teams in the coming months. 

The teams once again proved the importance of on-

going non-technical survey operations to find out 

existing explosive hazards in Abyei. As more 

displaced people return to their homes, mine risk 

education should continuously be provided to make 

sure that people are aware of the danger of explosive 

remnants of war and what to do when seeing a 

suspicious item.  

 

Stockpile found in Agok by UNMAS team 

Mine Risk Education during non-technical survey in Agok 
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